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Adoption Updates 2026 Spring Newsletter

Spring is a time of renewal and new beginnings. Our pets are more than just companions;
Here at Bide Awhile Animal Shelter, it’s also one  they’re family members, best friends, comic
Uncle Ben (Now Bunker) of our busiest and most hopeful seasons. relief on hard days, and sometimes that gentle
nudge or quiet hug that helps us see the world
Heloves being close to us, curling up undemeath blankets, An encouraging trend we continue to see is the in a different way. At the heart of everything
mialcng bisauits, end sciores welling evierdor bely s, strong and growing interest in welcominganew  we do is the belief that pets and people belong
He’s claimed his favourite spots in the house and has . . , h Adoptions  together whenever possible. That’s why we
a love for sleeping on our pillows - especially at night! compamgn animal into your home P o g . P y . .
remain higher than ever, and our community’s  offer community support through our Pet @B|deAwh||e
We love him so much and truly think he’s the cutest compassion for supporting animals has been Food Pantry, Moms & Babies, and Low-Cost
boy ever. He’s the perfect addition to our little family, remarkable. In most cases, animals are finding Spay Neuter programs. These services help
and we’re so grateful to you for helping us bring him homes the same day they become available families keep their pets during times of financial
home. for adoption. It is a powerful reminder that our  difficulty, ensuring animals remain in the loving
community truly believes in giving animals a homes that they already have.
second chance. www.bideawhile.org
Every adoption, every happy family, and every
Spring also means the start of kitten season, program we offer is made possible because of
when shelters everywhere see a significant the compassion of this community. Thank you
increase in litters of kittens needing assistance.  for continuing to stand with us as we work to
To manage this surge, while still helping families  ensure every animal has the loving home that
keep their pets, we are proud to offerour Moms  they deserve.
& Babies Program.

Follow along on
Social Media

Find our adoptables
by visiting our website

Long (Now Luna)

Luna has blossomed into her new life living in the
country and loves to spend her time running freely
with the other dogs. She’s full of personality and

always needs to be with you no matter where you With gratitude, i Annual General Meeting
are. This program provides essential support for A May 27,2026
families who find themselves with an accidental Liesje Somers-Blonde, - 6:30PM (Virtual)

She immediately made herself best friends with our litter of kittens. If the family brings us the Executive Director A -

grandchildren and is slowly learning about interacting kittens, we provide full veterinary care and , y - Spring Open House
ith other animals on the farm. Luna fit in with the 7 - » Adoptive Mom to .

with 5 : find them loving homes through our adoption  charity, Dillon, Teddy, _ June 13,2026

family perfectly and we couldn’t be happier. programs. Once the mother cat is ready, Bide Gizmo, Tilly and Screamsy f 1PM - 4PM

Awhile covers the cost of her spay surgery and
. L first vaccine at our partner veterinary clinic. This
! rogram was developed to help reduce the
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% number of unwanted litters while keeping pets

i V“" Ty S i ; Hughie had a massive personality and was terrorizing his where they belong - with the people who love
' e sister both times when we came to visit the shelter. I'm them.

happy to report that nothing has changedin that respect

—Hughie has a big personality filled with love and sass.
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Dice (Now Hughie)

He’s very outgoing, not shying away from visitors in
our household nor new adventures be it outside on
a harness or in the car on a road trip — as long as he’s
included.
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We could not be happier with our choice to adopt %/ L
902.469.9578 | office@bideawhile.org | 67 Neptune Cres., P.O. Box 50029, RPO Southdale, Dartmouth, NS B2Y 452 2026 ADOPTIONS AS OF MAY 1ST: 148 CATS 10 DOGS

Hughie and can’t imagine our lives without him.
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The smallest act of kindness is worth more
than the grandest intention. - OscarWilde

As we approach our Annual Ceneral Meeting and
Spring Open House, this time of year offers a
meaningful opportunity to reflect on the incredible
ways our community continues to show up for one
another.

Over the past few years, we've seen a significant
rise in the number of families turning to our Pet
Food Pantry program. Each month, we’re providing
essential pet food and supplies to over 50 families
within HRM, in addition to working alongside several
foodbanks, community programs, and other rescues
to ensure this support is accessible to those in need.
This program exists to keep pets with the people who
love them, and right now, it needs the community’s
support more than ever. Every donation, no matter
the size, helps a neighbour stay connected to their
beloved pet.

As we look ahead, we’re preparing to share an update
on our strategic plan at the upcoming AGM. This
refreshed plan reaffirms our mission and highlights
the key priorities that will guide our work in the years
ahead. While the update remains high-level, it reflects
thoughtful collaboration between our board, staff,
and community members, all focused on ensuring
Bide Awhile continues to meet the evolving needs of
our community.

Rosie; 2026 Alt

What remains constant is this: when the community
supports us, we are able to support the community.
Whether through adopting, fostering, donating, or
simply spreading the word, you help us create a more
compassionate future for animals and the people
who care for them.

Thankyouforbeing part of the Bide Awhile community
this spring.

With gratitude,

Angela Martin,
President

Keeping Families Together

At Bide Awhile, we understand the immense benefits that pets bring into
our lives — but we also know that with the rising cost of living, pet ownership
is becoming harder for many. That’s why we offer supportive programs to
help keep pets with the people who love them most.

Delayed, Not Denied - Garth’s Story

Just as Garth was about to begin his new life, fate had other plans.

At only 9 months old, Garth was found abandoned in a box and brought to
the shelter, where he quickly showed his sweet and resilient nature. After
his veterinary procedures, it wasn’t long before he won over the hearts of
his new family - but just as he was preparing to go home, an unexpected
injury changed everything. After an exam, it was suspected that Garth had
a partial cruciate tear in his right hind leg, a freak accident that no one
could have planned for.

Instead of leaving for his forever home, Garth spent the next two months
recovering at the shelter with extra care and support. His adoption was
delayed but not denied - and his family waited patiently for their special
boy. Through it all, Garth remained as loving as ever, proving that even
life’s setbacks can’t stop a happy ending.

Be a Best Friend. %

Help make a difference for animals in need by joining
our Kennel Klub monthly giving program.

For as little as $5 a month, you can help provide food,
medical care, and a second chance.
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Scan the code to learn more:

EEEEﬁ]EhE!E'IéHE We partnered with Royal Canin to offer every adopter a
e F‘E @ free take-home kit full of food samples and supplies to get
ala

o0 you started with your new furry friend.

Low Cost Spay & Neuter: Offering an affordable option for low-income
individuals and students to have their cat spayed or neutered at a partner
veterinary clinic.

Every kit also helps the shelter provide food for animals in
need through the Royal Canin Shelter Program.

Pet Food Pantry: Providing 14 days of pet food and supplies at no cost.
Program users can access this support once per month.

Monthy 50/50 Raffles

Moms & Babies: Helping put an end to the cycle of unwanted litters by
accepting the entire litter into our care and providing a free spay surgery
for the mother who stays with her owners.

Help us support companion animals in need and purchase a ticket for our monthly 50/50
raffle! With jackpots hitting over $10,000 - you won’t want to miss this win-win opportunity.

?
To learn more about our support programs, visit www.bideawhile.org Interested? Scan the code for more.




